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Malaysia, Indonesia To Boost Rural Development

Cooperation

SEFTEMEER 17, 2028

Kuala lumpur: Malaysia and Indonesia are seeking closer cooperation in rural developmeant
through the sharing of experiences and best practices to improve the well-being of communities
in both countries. Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, who is also Minister
of Rural and Regional Development, said both countries had their own experiences and
approaches to rural development that could be shared and adopted.

According to BERNAMA News Agency, Malaysia should learn from Indonesia in developing
disadvantaged regions, as the Indonesian Government's commitment to helping rural
communities is exceptional. Ahmad Zahid made these remarks before signing a Memorandum of
Understanding (Mol) with Indonesian Minister of Villages and Development of Disadvantaged
Regions Yandri Susanto.

The Mol covers eight areas of cooperation, including capacity building in village management for
government officials and rural communities; digitalisation through the promotion of inclusive
smart villages; and rural entrepreneurship and village enterprise development to enhance the
capacity and commercial potential of rural entrepreneurs and cooperatives.

The cooperation also extends o ecotourism and agro-tourism, leveraging shared cultural
heritage and natural biodiversity; technical and vocational education and training (TVET) for rural
youth; and poverty eradication through the sharing of best practices and development of joint
programmes.

The two countries also agreed to establish a Sister Village programme involving the exchange of
best practices, culture, and economic opportunities, as well as other areas of rural development
to be agreed upon from time to time. Ahmad Zahid noted that Indonesia had about 75,000
villages compared with 15,750 villages in Malaysia.

He emphasized that rural development should encompass e-commerce alongside education,
infrastructure, and communications, including 4G and 5G connectivity. He stressed the
importance of bringing technology and knowledge to rural areas to ensure equitable access to
prosperity for rural communities, while inviting Yandri to visit Malaysia to abserve the country's
rural development initiatives firsthand.

Meanwhile, Yandri said the implementation of the Mol would be followed by the establishment of
a working group, with meetings to be held at least once a year, including through focus group
discussions (FGDs) or seminars Lo facilitate the exchange of experiences. He exprassed
confidence that the cooperation would bring positive benefits to both countries and further
strengthen Malaysia-Indonesia ties through mutually beneficial collaboration.

Yandri also stated, 'We are pleased to learn from what Malaysia has done for its villages, and we
will also share our experiences with Malaysia whenever needed.
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Ahmad Zahid Arrives In Jakarta For Four-day

Working Visit

SEPTEMBER 17, 2026

Jakarta: Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi arrived here today for a
working visit aimed at strengthening Malaysia-Indonesia cooperation in disaster management,
including forest and land fires, as well as the halal industry and rural development. Ahmad Zahid
arrived at Halim Perdanakusuma International Airport here at 115 pm local time and was
welcomed by Malaysian Ambassador-designate to Indonesia Datuk Muzaffar Shah Mustafs, head
of Indonesia's Halal Product Assurance Organising Agency (BPJPH) Ahmad Haikal Hasan, and
Indonesian officials.

According to BERNAMA News Agency, Ahmad Zahid is scheduled to hold a meeting with
Indonesian Vice-President Gibran Rakabuming Raka at the Vice-Presidential Palace. Gibran is
expected to be accompanied by Home Affairs Minister Muhammad Tito Karnavian, Marine Affairs
and Fisheries Minister Sakti Wahyu Trenggono, Villages and Development of Disadvantaged
Regions Minister Yandri Susanto, and Environment Minister Mohamad Jumhur Hidayat.

Ahmad Zahid, who is also Rural and Regional Development Minister, is scheduled to proceed to
the Villages and Development of Disadvantaged Regions Ministry later today, where the two
ministers are set to sign a memorandum of understanding to strengthen cooperation in rural
development. The four-day visit, which ends on Sunday (Sept 20), is at the invitation of BPJPH in
conjunction with the fifth Halal 20 (H20) Summit.

Ahmad Zahid is scheduled to attend the summit's opening ceremony tomorrow (Sept 18) and
participate as a panellist in a session on regional halal cooperation. Malaysia-Indonesia bilateral
trade reached US$24.22 billion (US$1=RM4.08) in 2025, while Malaysia remained Indonesia’'s
fourth-largest investor, with investments amounting to US$4.5 billion.

People-to-people ties also remained strong, with more than 2.63 million Malaysians visiting
Indonesia last year, making Malaysia the republic’s largest source of foreign tourists, while 4.26
million Indonesians visited Malaysia.
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KOTA SAMARAHAN, 18 September 2026 (The Capital Post) — The Rural and Regional
Development Ministry (KKDW) is strengthening coordination with Sarawak’s resident and district

officers to ensure rural development plans and decisions are effectively implemented at the district

level. @ DapatianKhidmat Perancang.

KKDW Secretary-General YBhg. Dato’ Sri Suriani binti Dato’ Ahmad chaired the ministry’s first special
meeting with Sarawak resident and district officers at the RISDA office in Kota Samarahan.

The meeting follows the coordination meeting between the Deputy Prime Minister, who is also Rural
and Regional Development Minister, and state rural executive councillors, known as MEXCLUB.

The 61st MEXCLUB Meeting No. 1/2026 was held on 23 July at Bahang Bay, Penang.

The Sarawak meeting focused on coordinating implementation at district level to ensure plans and
decisions, particularly those agreed under MEXCLUB, are carried out smoothly and achieve their
intended objectives.
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Asean Halal
Council
launch
proposed
for late 2027

JAKARTA: Malaysia has pro-
posed the formal establishment
and launch of the Asean Halal
Council in the country in
September 2027 as part of efforts
to turn the idea of a regional halal
council into a functioning institu-
tion, says Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad
Zahid Hamidi.

The Deputy Prime Minister said
Malaysia is also prepared to serve
as the council’s secretariat, sub-
ject to the agreement of Asean
member states and partners,
while proposing Indonesia as its
inaugural chair.

“Malaysia and Indonesia first
put forward this idea last year.
Today, I believe the time has come
to move from discussion to insti-
tution,” he said in his keynote
address at the fifth Halal 20 (H20)
Summit here yesterday.

He first proposed the Asean
Halal Council during a Malaysia-
Indonesia halal industry roundta-
ble and his meeting with
Indonesian Vice-President Gibran
Rakabuming Raka in Jakarta in
April 2025, with both countries
agreeing a month later to jointly
spearhead its formation.

Ahmad Zahid, who is also chair-
man of the Halal Industry
Development Council, said the
proposal has been submitted to
the Asean Secretariat and will be
brought to the Asean Summit in
Manila for endorsement.

“Between now and then, we
must put in place the council’s
mandate, governance and first
deliverables so that it is ready to
act from day one,” he said,
Bernama reported,

He also viewed the council as a
vital building block towards the
proposed World Halal Develop-
ment Council, with more talks to
be held at the Malaysia Inter-
national Halal Showcase in Kuala
Lumpur later this month.
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Kukuh ekosistem
halal di ASEAN

Malaysia cadang
Majlis Halal ASEAN
direalisasi pada
September 2027

MOHD HAFIZ ISMAIL

MELAPORKAN DARI
JAKARTA, INDONESIA

JAKARTA - Malaysia mencadang-
kan penubuhan dan pelancaran
Majlis Halal ASEAN di Malaysia di-
realisasikan pada September tahun
depan.

Timbalan Perdana Menteri,
Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi
berkata, ia selaras dengan bulan
Halal Kebangsaan sebagai me-
kanisme baharu bagi mengukuhkan
integrasi ekosistem halal di ASEAN.

"Malaysia bersedia menjadi se-
kretariat majlis berkenaan manakala
Indonesia dicadangkan sebagai pe-
ngerusi sulung, tertakluk kepada
persetujuan negara-negara ASEAN.

“Kita tidak boleh menunggu le-
bih lama. Ekonomi halal bergerak
pantas dan pasaran tidak akan me-
nunggu kita untuk mengatur diri.

“Antara sekarang dan ketika itu,
kita perlu menyediakan mandat,
tadbir urus dan penyampaian perta-
ma majlis supaya ia bersedia untuk

bertindak mulai hari pertama,” kata-
nya ketika menjadi panel pada
Sidang Kemuncak Halal 20 (H20)
ke-5 pada Jumaat.

Beliau berkata, Majlis Halal
ASEAN tidak seharusnya sekadar
menjadi satu lagi platform
pertemuan, sebaliknya perlu
berfungsisebagai mekanisme
memudahkan pergerakan
produk halal merentasi ran-
tau ini melalui pengurangan per-
tindihan, pengiktirafan lebih meluas
dan hubungan lebih kukuh antara
sistem halal negara anggota.

"Majlis ini juga perlu membantu
perniagaan kita berkembang dengan
menghubungkan syarikat yang

diperakui halal kepada rantaian
bekalan serantau, taman halal, pem-
biayaan, logistik dan akhirnya pasar-
an baharu,” jelasnya.

Berdasarkan data, sektor halal
menyumbang hampir AS$20 bilion
kepada ekonomi negara setakat Jun
lalu bersamaan 7.6 peratus daripada
Keluaran Dalam Negara Kasar
(KDNK), manakala jumlah syarikat
yang mendapat pensijilan halal me-
ningkat 12.4 peratus.

Perbelanjaan pengguna Muslim
dalam enam sektor utama ekonomi
Islam mencecah AS$2.6 trilion pada
2024 dan dijangka meningkat ke-
pada AS$3.56 trilion menjelang
2029.

Ahmad Zahid ketika menyampaikan ucaptama sempena Sidang
Kemuncak Halal 20 (H20) ke-5 di Jakarta pada Jumaat.
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Tawaran turut
merangkumi langkah
jangka panjang atasi
jerebu

MOHD HAFIZ ISMAIL

MELAPORKAN DARI
JAKARTA, INDONESIA

JAKARTA - Presiden Indonesia,
Prabowo Subianto menerima
tawaran Malaysia untuk mem-
bantu negara itu menangani ke-
bakaran terbuka yang menyebab-
kan jerebu rentas sempadan.
Timbalan Perdana Menteri,
Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi
berkata. keizinan itu dizahirkan
Prabowo semasa pertemuan di
kediaman beliau pada Jumaat
Menurutriya, tawaran itu bu
kan sekadar usaha jangka pendek
memadamkan kebakaran, sebalki
nya turut melibatkan perancangan
jangka panjang bagi memastikan
masalah akibat kebakaran hutan
dan tanah tidak berulang.
“Persetujuan ini dicapai hasil
perbincangan dengan Presiden
Prabowo, termasuk mengenai

Prabowo izin Malaysia
bantu padam kebakaran

FOT0 B0 PERS. MEDA DAN INFORNAS! SEXREATNT PRESCEN

langkah proaktif yang per-
lu dilaksanakan bagi me-
nangani kebakaran bukan sahaja
o Kalimantan, malah di Sumatera
dan beberapa wilayah Lain di
indonesia.” katanya dalam sidang
akhbar pada Sabtu

Ahmad Zahid berkata, ber
dasarkan maklumat diterima, se-
banyak 1,426 titik panas direkod-
kan di Kalimantan, sekali gus
memeriukan tindakan berterusan
dan pendekatan jangka panjang
bagi mengurangkan risiko ke-
bakaran serta pencemaran jerebu

Menurutnya, Prabowo turut
memaklumkan tindakan per-
undangan diambil terhadap 95
syarikat yang didapati teriibat da-
lam kebakaran secara terbuka di
Kalimantan,

Ahmad Zahid yang juga
Pengerusi Asensl Pengurusan

Prabowo (kirf) menyambut Ahmad Zahid & kediamannya pada Jumaat,

Bencana Negara (Nadma) ber-
kata, Malaysla menyambut balk “Bagl Malaysia, tentunya kita
langkah diambil Indonesia ter-  menyambut bak langkah-langkah
masuk usaha pemadaman sedang  dilakukan dan usaha pemadaman
dijalankan dengan bantuan bebe-  berterusan juga bantuan bebera:

rapa negara sahabat

pa negara sahabat Indonesia

“Tentunya Malaysia sebagai
negara jiran yang terdekat tidak
akan teriepas daripada me-
nyantuni masalah ini dan terus
memberikan kerjasama.” ujarnya.

Dxtanya mengenai 95 syarikat
didapati terlibat dalam kebakaran
terbuka di Kalimantan melibatkan
syarikat dari Malaysia, Ahmad
Zahid berkata, tiada maklumat
mengenainya dibertkan setakat ini
dan pihak Indonesia sedang me:
neliti sekiranya terdapat peng-
libatan dari Malaysia.

“Syarikat-syarikat itu didaftar-
kan atas nama syarikat yang di-
daftarkan di Indonesia, mungkin
dari segl pemegang saham ter-
dapat beberapa jumlah yang kecil
syarikat-syarikat ini dimiliki oleh
pemegang saham daripada
Malawcia " leatarma
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Sidang Kemuncak Halal 20 (H20) kelima

Malaysia cadang penubuhan Majlis
Halal ASEAN, sedia jadi sekretariat

tama dicadangkan oleh Ahmad
Pelaksanaan Zahid ketika meja bulat industr] =
halal Malaysia Indonesia  dan ”~

te[’takluk pertemuannya dengan Naib Pre 7
rsetu.uan siden Indonesia, Glbran Rakabu SUMMIT OF
Ra k di Jakarts da April
peae.2 S Gangon e dhs hegars HA AL 20 (H20) /¥

negara anggota, kemudian | bersetuju pada Mel ta

. . hun itu untuk bersama sams me 3R npvcrt
Indonesia dicadang neralui perbertkanny e

. Ahmad Zah

engerusi sulun \gerust Majlis Peny

p g g :ifm:r‘l )‘hl;‘} f’;.”'ll’h, berkata ca

gan itu ﬂ)hh l\kt‘nn.m ke

ta

Jakarta: Malaysia mencadang Y
kan panubuhan dan p C terusnya aks
rasmi Majlts Halal AS . dl  dang Kemuncak A\F.,\n di .\.Ll
§ ping bersedia untuk be nila untuk pengesahan
mat sebagal sekretarist m:‘ILs
STTR T PR OTROT S N RN FTEC S E konomi halal berkembang
an -puu, serta 1-.n~nr:nlu;mk;m In  Bellau berkata, ASEAN tidak bo
| leh menunggu Jebih lama kerana
ekonomi halal sedang berkem
.numhnh rdana Menterd, Da-  bang pesat, dan pasaran tidak
tuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidl, akan menunggu seliingga rantau
berkata negara juga mencad, enyusun dan me
kan penubuhan dan pelarn /elaraskan usaha bersama
rasmi Mu dilak: kan di Ma “Dalam tempoh sekarang hing
laysia pada September 2027, ber-  ga ki a itu, kita mestl mene- Amad Zohid menyampaikon ucaptoma 3 Sidh Kemmuncak Hala! 20 di Jakarta, sermalom Foto BE
el 1 Bulan Halal Ke.  tapkan mandat, tadbir urus dan
sebahbagian  keberhasilan pertama supays Mengenal Kesaluruhan e
siican i | Majlis Halal ASEAN bersedia un.  mi halal, Ahmad Zahid be

koo Berasaskan lebih 250 juta peng Bellau berkata, perscalannya
Kata, guna halal, kita sudah memps  bukan lagl sama ada permlntaan

[ Is Balal serantan ltu sebagal  tuk bertindak sejak hari perta. perbelanjfaan pengguna Islam nyal skals, Industri dan keupa- it wujud atau Knya na
Institusi yang berfungsl ma,” Katanya merentas enam sektor utama  yaan untuk menjadikuasa utama  mun sams ada rantau Ind cukup
“Malaysia dan Indonesia me Bellau juga berpandangan Ma. mencecah ASS26 willon pada alal global terselaras untuk memanfaatkan

diunjurkan meningkat
ltar AS$3.56

kelebthan kita tidak  pertumbulian berkensan secara
sentiasa diselaraskan dengan bersama
berkesan seperti yang sepatut d Zahid tiba di '.llLJ ta

ngemuka idea inl buat kall per- Jlis Halal ASEAN sebagal asas 2024 dan
tama tahun lalu. Harl Inl, saya penting ke arah cadangan penu. kepada s
yakin sudah sampa) masanya un-  buhan Majlis Pembangunan Ha.  menjelang
tuk beralih daripada perbincas lal Dunia, dengan perbincang: halal sah nya. Perbezann plawalan, pensi
Institusy,” katanya lanjut akan dlsdakan semasa AS$1.5 trilion darl segi perbe- jlandanakreditasiterus menim
alkan ucaptama Pameran Halal / lanjaan bulkan cabaran, manaksala per- Penyelenggara inan Produk
g Kemuncak Halal 20 Malaysia (MIHAS) y l-..\ll berada pada kedudu- nlagaan masth xuvm:m mi ma- Halal Indonesia bersempena de
(H20) kalima di sinl, semalam berfangsung di Kuala Lamupur kan yang sangat balk untuk me ngan sidang kemuncak itu
Majlis Halal ASEAN kall per. akhir bulan inl mangas -m_m pertumbuhan  ind BERNAMA

jemputan B.ld.m

KKDW.100-2/1/3 ()



https://tinyurl.com/45ahfphk

KEMENTERIAN KEMAJUAN DESA DAN WILAYAH

UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT

ARAS 2, NO. 47, PERSIARAN PERDANA, PRESINT 4, 62100
PUTRAJAYA, WILAYAH PERSEKUTUAN PUTRAJAYA

No. Faks: 03-8888 2367 No. Tel: 03-8891 5945

Email: corpcomm@rurallink.gov.my

LT T T
KEMENTERIAN
KEMAJUAN DESA DAN WILAYAH

LIPUTAN MEDIA

19 - 20 SEPTEMBER 2026 (SABTU - AHAD)

MEDIA Berita Harian
TAJUK Prabowo setuju Malaysia bantu padam kebakaran di Kalimantan
PAUTAN https://tinyurl.com/3yvxy32u

Prabowo setuju Malaysia bantu
padam kebakaran di Kalimantan

da berulang. yang turut berfaku

katan Pertahanan Awam Ma

NADMA, JBPM di Sumatera dan beberapa wila-  laysia serta Jabatan Metearologi
? yah lain di Indonesia.” katanya Malaysia (MetMalaysia) yang Ia
serta ATM pada sidang med ia di sini, zimnya mengendalikan operasi
. Ahmad Zahid berkata, Pra- pembenihan awan
antara agenSl bowo memaklumkan tindakan
. sudah diambil techadap 95 sya. RIS RGN D
dlgerakkan rikat yang terbabit dalam pem-  Sementara itu, Ahmad Zahid

Oleh Nadia Mohsin
bhnews@bh.com.my

Jakarta: Indonesia menerima ta
waran Malaysia untuk memban
tu memadam kebakaran hutan
di republik {tu yang menyebab
kan jerebu berlarutan selama
beberapa minggu.

Timbalan Perdana Mente
ri, Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid
Hamidl, berkata Presiden Indo
nesis, Prabowo Sublanto, mem
berikan persstujuan terhadap
tawaran Malaysia untuk mem
bantu memadam kebakaran hu-
tan di Kalimantan, dengan lebih
1,400 titik panas dikesan.

“Kami turut bersetufu dengan

perancangan jangka panjang
bagi mencegah kejadian jerebu
akibat kebakaran hutan daripa-

bakaran terbuka di Kalimantan.

“Malaysia mengalualukan
langkah diambil untuk mema
dam kebakaran dan
kita juga akan mem
bantu mereks kera
na keadsan ind turat
memberi kesan kepa
da Sarawak.

“Saya sudah me
minta Menterl Luar,
Datuk Seri Mohamad
Hasan menyelaras
bantuan Malaysia da
lam usaha memadam
kebakaran berkena
an"” katanya.

Bellau berkats, an
tara agensi Malaysia yang akan
terbabit inlah Agensi Penguru
san Bencana Negara (NADMA),
Jabatan Bomba dan Penyelamat
Malaysia (JBPM), Angkatan
Tentera Malaysia (ATM), Ang

Ahmad Zahid Homidi

berkata, Indonesia sedang me
nelitl  kemungkinan terdapat
syarikat Malaysia terbabit da
lam kebakaran ber
kenaan, namun
setakat ini beliau be
Ium menerima seba
i rang maklumat me

| ngenainya.

“Barangkali dari
segl pegangan saham,
mungkin ada sebila
ngan kecil syarikat
yang dimilikl pemse
gang saham darl Ma
laysia ™ katanya.

Minggu lalu, Per
dana Menterl, Datuk
Serl Anwar Ibeahim, berkata
beliau membincangkan isu je
rebu dengan Prabowo ketlka
pertemuan di luar acara Sldang
Kemuncak BRICS ke-16 di New
Delhl, India.

4 Wb T
Helikopter menggugurkan air ke atas hutan dan kawasan tanah yang

terbakar di Seloton,

rbaru, wilayah Kali

Ly

(Foto AFPY
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TAJUK Malaysia proposes ASEAN Halal Council launch next year
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‘TIME HAS COME’

Malaysia proposes Asean Halal Council launch next year

JAKARTA: Malaysia has proposed
the formal establishment and
launch of the Asean Halal Coun-
cil in the country next September
as part of efforts to turn the idea
of a regional halal council into a
functioning institution.

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi
said the country was also pre-
pared to serve as the council’s
secretariat, subject to the agree-
ment of Asean member states
and partners, while proposing In-
donesia as its inaugural chair.

“Malaysia and Indonesia first
put forward this idea last year.
Today, I believe the time has
come to move from discussion to
institution," he said in his
keynote address at the fifth Halal
20 (H20) Summit yesterday.

The Asean Halal Council was
first proposed by Zahid during a
Malaysia-Indonesia halal indus-
try roundtable and his meeting
with Indonesian Vice-President
Gibran Rakabuming Raka in
Jakarta in April last year, with
both countries subsequently

agreeing in May that year to joint-
ly spearhead its formation.

Zahid, who is also chairman of
the Halal Industry Development
Council (MPIH), said the propos-
al had been submitted to the
Asean Secretariat and would next
be brought to the Asean Summit
in Manila for endorsement.

He said Asean could not wait
any longer as the halal economy
was expanding rapidly and the
market would not wait for the
region to organise itself.

“Between now and then, we

must put in place the council’s
mandate, governance and first
deliverables so that it is ready to
act from day one,” he said.

He also viewed the Asean Halal
Council as an important building
block towards the proposed
World Halal Development Coun-
cil, with talks to be taken further
at the Malaysia International Ha-
lal Showcase (Mihas) in Kuala
Lumpur later this month.

Zahid arrived in Jakarta on
Thursday for a four-day working
visit. Bernama
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Malaysia, Indonesia ink pact
to boost rural development

Zahid: We must learn from Jakarta success in uplifting

g
disadvantaged regions. paged
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